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Dear Supporters, 
 

Ministry Fruit From Our Time Here So Far 

Before our arrival back in Hungary, a student we had known—Tana from Zimbabwe—reached out in 

desperation. She had recently graduated, her father had passed away, and there was no money for her 

to continue. She needed a place to stay while applying for a job-seeking visa in hopes of remaining in 

Hungary to support her family back home. 
 

We took her in about a month before our own return. Each day we prayed together, encouraged her, 

and helped her learn to hear and obey God’s loving voice. Tana chose to trust the Lord at every step. 

God answered—again and again. 
 

She received a place to stay. From there, she was able to attend her graduation ceremony, where she 

learned she had graduated at the top of her class. Because she attended the ceremony, the university 

selected her to attend an all-expenses-paid seminar in Vienna in her field of study. 
 

At that seminar, Tana met an executive from a top-ten global organization that funds projects in her dis-

cipline. She was offered an unpaid, three-month intensive internship at their headquarters in Luxem-

bourg. When housing seemed impossible, the executive told her she could live in an attic apartment 

their daughter had just vacated. 
 

By the time Tana left Hungary, she had earned enough money through work and—by God’s grace—

received a Hungarian residency permit, which is extremely difficult to obtain. 
 

We served, encouraged, and walked alongside her—but Tana stood firmly in hope and grace. With eve-

ry victory her faith grew stronger, and when things “blew up,” she trusted that God was opening a better 

way. She is now thriving and regularly checks in, often asking how she can be praying and interceding 

for us. 
 

Anne, another temporary resident from Botswana, arrived with a no-less-challenging situation. We en-

couraged her and watched her faith grow as well. While staying with us, she even got married—never a 

dull moment in this house! 
 

Emily from China, possibly the most profoundly shy person we have ever known, has been walking with 

us for over a year. She originally came needing help, and over time she shared that her father—a high-

ranking government official—had been seriously injured and was not expected to survive. 
 

As is our custom, I asked if we could pray a Christian prayer for her father’s healing, her mother’s 

wisdom and peace, and for Emily’s peace—that Jesus would reveal Himself to her and give her 

the identity He created her to live out in His Kingdom. 
 

We prayed, and we gave her a bilingual English-Chinese Bible we had purchased for her last 

year. 
 

After prayer, Emily was visibly transformed by the peace that passes understanding. When she 

left for the airport to return home, she left most of her belongings with us—but she took the Bible, 

saying she wanted to share that peace with her mother and father. 
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Personal Spiritual Growth 

These first three and a half months have been marked by a loneliness unlike anything we’ve experi-

enced before. What surprised us most was that all three of us felt it simultaneously, without a discernible 

reason. 
 

During our morning family devotions, we asked the Father what He wanted us to understand—and what 

we were to do with it. 
 

It became clear to us that this loneliness is the emotional state of nearly everyone we encounter, only 

most experience it without anyone to comfort them. We believe the Holy Spirit allowed us to feel this so 

we could more effectively “comfort others with the comfort we ourselves have received in Christ.” 

And it has worked. 
 

Prayer Partner Requests - Operation Joseph 

Without exaggeration, nearly every international student and expat we encounter from non-Western na-

tions is under tremendous pressure. In Budapest alone, over 50,000 students fit this category—giving a 

sense of the scale of what we see as the leading edge of a crisis already emerging worldwide. 
 

Deep economic uncertainty, growing anti-foreigner sentiment, and tightening immigration laws weigh 

heavily on these students—and we ourselves are not entirely immune. 
 

Hungary’s twenty universities graduate thousands of international students each semester. Nearly all 

desperately want to remain in this country of just eleven million people (roughly the size of greater Chi-

cago). These students represent the best and brightest hope of their home nations, yet their currencies 

and economies are far weaker than even last year. 
 

Hungarian law currently allows graduates either to apply for a six-month job-seeking visa or leave the 

country. New restrictions are tightening, requiring that any job be strictly within one’s degree field—

something that will be disastrous for the vast majority of international graduates. 
 

Hungary is a generous nation, but it sees serious challenges ahead. Tragically, Hungary’s top export is 

Hungarians themselves—highly educated citizens leaving for better pay in places like Japan, the UK, 

Germany, and across the EU. 
 

For many foreign students and workers, returning home is not an option due to war and instability (Iran, 

Syria, Ukraine, parts of Africa) or severe economic collapse (much of Africa, Iraq, Turkey, Lebanon, and 

others). 
 

Yet we see something profound, this desperation is useful to the Cross.  Desperation often opens hearts. 

We are witnessing a growing spiritual availability and are working alongside others to develop these op-

portunities—born of crisis—to strengthen and build up the Church of Christ. 

 
Please Pray: 

• For wisdom and discernment as we navigate these complex situations 

• For tender, desperate hearts—both in those we serve and in us 

• For clarity to establish the narrow path God has prepared for those He has entrusted to our care 

 

Gods richest blessings on you,  

~  Scot, Selena & Olie 
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