Lloyd & Elaine Cooke

Serving the Lord in Jamaica

January 2026
Greetings Family and Friends,

For those of you in the USA, Thanksgiving has come and gone, and so has Christ-
mas—yet you have not heard from us. On October 28th, Category 5 Hurricane
Melissa struck Jamaica. By God'’s grace, we are still here. Thanks be to God.

The damage across the island—especially along the southwest and northwest
coasts and in seven of our fourteen parishes—has been severe. While we ourselves
came through unscathed, many people lost their roofs, and nearly 50 lives were
lost. Some are still without shelter, though many have already begun making nec-
essary repairs. We were without electricity and internet service for three weeks,
but we are now able to communicate again. Sadly, some are not as fortunate
and are hoping to have power restored by the end of January.

Nevertheless, it has been deeply moving to hear so many people say, during inter-
views, that they thank God therir lives were spared—despite the damage suffered
and dangers endured.

A large number of church buildings were affected. Many were unroofed, and oth-
ers—especially older cut-stone buildings—were completely destroyed. The Angli-
can (Episcopalian) Church lost 18 church buildings and sustained damage to over
100 more. Other denominations were not as greatly affected.

Help has come from many places, even from smaller and less wealthy Caribbean
nations such as the Cayman Islands and Belize (British Honduras). The United States
has also been very generous with financial assistance, and several American
Christian organizations—such as Samaritan’s Purse and Operation Blessing—have
come to provide hands-on help.

One of the hardest-hit fowns was Black River, one of Jamaica’s oldest communi-
ties and the place where Elaine first worked after graduating from nursing school.
The hospital there was so badly damaged that Franklin Graham's Samaritan’s
Purse established a fully equipped tent hospital, complete with medical person-
nel, to meet the area’s urgent health needs. We are truly thankful for all the assis-
tance provided.




Our government has also done commendable work in responding to the crisis,
and rebuilding is well underway. Even so, please continue to pray, as many fami-
lies are still living in community shelters more than two months after the storm.

At Christmas, the Cooke siblings gathered for their traditional family dinner—a cus-
tom begun by their mother (now deceased) after their father passed away. The
six siblings, along with their children and grandchildren, met at the home of the
eldest, in Red Hills. Each brought a dish, and after the meal we enjoyed a variety
of table games together. We thank God that none of the family members were
adversely affected by the storm.

We wish to express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for your faithful prayers
on our behalf. Many of you have also supported us financially as we continue to
serve our Lord Jesus Christ in ministry here in Jamaica. Please remember in your
prayers two of the six siblings who are currently battling cancer and undergoing
chemotherapy.

May the Lord’s blessings be your portion throughout this New Year, 2026, and for
as many years as He may grant us before calling us home to our heavenly dwell-

ing.

With gratitude and in Christ,

Lloyd & Elaine
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